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1. Overview

Dealurile Clujului Estis in one of the 10 learning areas (LA) within the HNVLink project.
It is located in the Cluj County, the North-West Development Region of Romania. At the core
of the site there exists a Natura 2000 area known under the same name – Dealurile Clujului
Est protected for its reach biodiversity and cultural landscapes. The main trends identified
for this LA in Work package 1 – Baseline assessment were: 1. Rapid degradation of the agro-
environment resources caused by the alteration of the traditional agricultural practices and
intensification due to the increase of sheep livestock especially after the Romanian accession
to the EU; 2. in the socio-economic sphere, there is an increasing aging trend especially for
the rural communities that have important HNVf resources; 3. due to inefficiency and high
consumption of time, manual mowing became an exception in the last years; 4. in the field
of good governance, there exist inconsistences both in the administrative organization
(communes belonging to different administrative associative structures with specific
objectives and instruments) and also in the implementation of agricultural policies and in
particular for the agri-environment measures; 5. the value chain of the HNV products is
currently promoting low-value-added products.

The above mentioned trends demand immediate actions such as to motivate local
stakeholders to adopt HNVf innovations that can respond to the local needs. Thus, the main
aim of the regional conference was to create awareness for different stakeholders such as to
get  involve  in  the  implementation  of  the  LA  vision  as  a  premise  for  its  long  term
sustainability. The venue had to respond to several needs: to be close to the main
local/regional  key stakeholders  such as to motivate their  participation;  to be an event that
can bring appropriate media coverage such as to reach as many HNV stakeholders from the
LA and outside LA, aiming to have a national impact. The AGRARIA fair (19-22/04/2018)
(http://www.agraria-dlg.ro/en/home-en/)  was  an  event  that  is  best  tailored  to  the  above
mentioned aims. AGRARIA is the first agricultural trade fair organized by DLG InterMarketing
in Romania, building a strong name since 1995. It became an important meeting point for
farmers, specialists, managers and authorities from the entire Romanian sector. It is located
in Jucu village one of the commune belonging to the Dealurile Clujului LA, thus being very
close to the local key stakeholders.

The specific objectives of the Regional Conference were:

- Discuss and validate the problems/opportunities of the HNVf practices in Romania base on
suggestive local/national examples;

- Discuss the most significant needs for innovation (gaps) in the LA/Romania, in order to
overcome the barriers, including existing innovations in LA and beyond.

- Emphasise the main regulatory burdens and possible solutions.
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2. Organising the Regional Meeting and media coverage

The organisers of the Agraria Fair agreed to introduce the topic “HNV farming under market
pressures. Where to go?” between the events hosted in the Forum area in the 22nd of April
2018.  Prior  to  the  event  (Mid  of  March  2018  –  20  of  April  2018)  the  target  audience  was
contacted by email or by phone (SMS or direct call). Several materials were created in order
to promote/organise the LA regional meeting (Appendix 1).

The regional conference was promoted via several channels:
- by SMS or phone calls to the members of the two farmers associations (Cooperativa Somes
Aries – cow breeders and Someseana Association – sheep breeders). Approximatively 100
SMS and 40 phone calls.
- by posters displayed in each town hall, local stores or local cultural hall. (Annexe 3).
- to the local/national TV stations
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1860&v=OtWAsSxder4 );
- in social media (https://www.facebook.com/events/1091002641039187/;
https://www.facebook.com/events/1091002641039187/permalink/1091008184371966 /
etc).
- Invitations send to the key speakers by email;
-  Promote  the  LA  regional  meeting  by  email  to  targeted  audience  (approximatively  200  outside
University). In the University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine from Cluj-Napoca,
Romania there was targeted approximatively 300 staff and 500 students by email.

3. Regional Conference –participants

The regional conference was organised in the Forum tent, the meeting venue for Agraria fair
(http://www.agraria.info.ro/). There were 76 registered participants and more others that attended
for a short period of time. Each participant received at the registration desk a map with materials:
Conference description and agenda (Appendix  2 and 3); The main trends and needs identified in the
Base Line assessment for the HNV farming in Dealurile Clujului Area (Appendix  4); HNV innovations
in Dealurile Clujului Est and other examples from Romania (Appendix  5); Minimum sanitary –
veterinary demands for the HNV farming; HNV grasslands in Dealurile Clujului Est area: past and
present perspectives; Project leaflet.
Key speakers’ presentations available at: http://econ.usamvcluj.ro/cercetare/proiecte-de-
cercetare/hnv-link-2/ (Regional meeting).
Some photos.

Registration desk Main results in WP1 and WP2 HNVLink
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Welcome message Dr. Relu CHERECHEŞ,
Prefect of Cluj County

Dr. Koorberg PILLE, EIPAgri - European
Commission

Participants Prof. dr. Laszlo RAKOSY, University Babes-
Bolyai Cluj-Napoca and Manager of the

Custodian for the Natura 2000 Site Dealurile
Clujului Est

Dr. Mark REDMAN,
Rural Development Specialist European

Commission, Project Manager H2020 SALSA.

Mihai CONSTANTINESCU,
Agriculture specialist Ministry of Waters and

Forests, Romanian Government.
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Răzvan POPA,
Vice-president ADEPT Foundation.

Mihai HORVAT,
Bălţată Românească cattle breeder in Dăbâca

commune

Irina MUREȘAN,
Manager LAG Someș Transilvan

Prof. dr. Felix ARION,
AgroTransilvania Cluster

Q&A
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Q&A
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Appendix 1. Posters prepared for the event
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Appendix  2. Regional Conference Agenda
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Appendix  3. Short presentation of the key speakers
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Appendix  4. Main trends of the HNV farming in Dealurile Clujului LA
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Appendix  5. Main HNVf innovations
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